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Linguistic States and Language Policy

The creation of linguistic states was the first and a major test of democratic politics in
our country. In 1947, the boundaries of several old states of India were changed in
order to create new states. This was done to ensure that people who spoke the same
language lived in the same state.

When the demand for the formation of states on the basis of language was raised,
some national leaders feared that it would lead to the disintegration of country. The
central government resisted linguistic states for some time. But the experience has
shown that the formation of linguistic states has actually made the country, more
united. It has also made administration easier.

A second test for Indian federation is the language policy. Our constitution did not
give the status of the official language to any one language. Hindi was identified as
the official language. But Hindi is the mother tongue of only about 40 percent of
Indians. Therefore, there were many safeguards to protect other languages. Besides
Hindi, There are 21 other languages recognised as scheduled Languages by the
constitution. ' -

According to the constitution, the use of English for official purposes was to stop in
1965. However many non-Hindi speaking states demanded that the use of English
continue. The central Government responded by agreeing to continue the use of
English along with Hindi for official purpose.
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