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DEPARTMENTAL EXAMINATIONS

ADVANCED LANGUAGE TEST FOR OFFICERS OF THE TAMIL NADU
EDUCATIONAL SUBORDINATE SERVICE - TAMIL SECOND PAPER
(TRANSLATION AND ESSAY)

(Without Books) ‘
Maximum Time : 2.30 hours : - Maximum Marks : 100
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| LOVELY MONUMENT

The pyramid of cheops in far away Egypt is over five thousand years old. As it rose
proudly in a land fertile of vegetation, among a people whose civilization was the glory
of the world, it was as wonderful then as now, though its meaning was perhaps more -
‘understood in that age than in our own. And it is wonderful today, since Time, with all,
the changes of civilization and the 1nﬂux of new peoples and new languages has yet
left its glory und1m1n1shed

The Qutub 'Minar on the plains of Delhi stands as tall and stately today as it did
seven hundred and fifty years ago when it was first built. Time has not rusted it.

But they are of dull stone and dead metal, and were the work of the toiling poor,
whipped to their labour by the stinging lash and the angry. choleric world. Prlde of
power and an abounding vanity were the motives.

And they are evanescent for time is inexorable and its ravages are sure of the
Great Pyramid that shall not be left one stone upon another that shall not be thrown down
and it shall surely crumble and fall to pieces: ‘beauty passes, beauty vanishes’. The
Qutub Minar too will go to the way of all dust.

The Kural of Tiruvalluvar is a far greater and lovelier thing then these; fashioned
~as it was, in the flowering time of an ancient civilization, as the result of many
cultures. Its material is living speech strong, simple and marvelously accurate; the

work of one man, a work of love, the bodying forth of an inner purity and refinement.
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Therefore it stands today a new and gracious miracle, as even though the acts /of
literary vandals who have left their mark even on the best literature are soméetimes
plainly noticeable and in places just not so obvious, but never in such measure as to
detract from its charm or impair its truth and beauty. At once sober and magnificent,

stern and kind, and didactic stimulating, humorous, lofty by turns, there still remains

- 1in every part the divine spark of thought and of form the creative touch of reason as

well as of poetry.

And it is permanent and enduring. It will live as long as Tamil, or any human
language may live; now that all men know of its worthiness we may recon that if’s _
wisdom will be preserved in a hundred languages, and cherlshed like a jewel that

cannot be taken away.
Thiru P.N. Appuswami
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