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DEPARTMENTAL EXAMINATIONS

ADVANCED LANGUAGE TEST FOR OFFICERS OF THE TAMIL NADU
EDUCATIONAL SUBORDINATE SERVICE - TAMIL SECOND PAPER
(TRANSLATION AND ESSAY)

(Without Books)
Mazximum Time : 2.30 hours E ' ‘Maximum Marks : 100
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A Cup of Tea

It was late on a winter’s night. A truck stopped at the shop. A man got out. He
locked familiar. When he stepped into the light, I saw that it was not him, just
someone who bore a strong resemblance. The man was tired. He asked for a cup of tea.
‘As I served him, Sir, I felt this strange lightness. This sense of joy. When the man
offered to pay, I did not take the money. The next day, it happened again. Everyday, 1
would see someone, a complete stranger, a tried traveller, who reminded me of that
officer. It was as if he was everywhere. And every time I served him tea I felt a surge
of sheer joy.

A month later, I quit my job at the shop and returned to those mountains. The
shop owner was quite relieved. He had no use for a waiter who kept forgetting to
present the bill to the customer. Now I am on my own. And I am at peace.

Here is your bus, Sir, No, No money.... you were tired. All I offered yours was a
cup tea. May be it was the best tea in all Garwal. May be not. But I am happy I could
do you this small service. Wish you a safe journey. Sir, May God be with you!
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