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The Dravidian movement in South India, Tamil Nadu (Madras) had
managed to give itself the high - sounding and desirable designation of the
‘Justice Party’. It got liquidated in the election of 1936-37. Like a phoenix,
however, it burst up in 1945 under the regional but locally supranational
designation, Dravidian Federation. Its leader E.V.Ramaswamy, popularly
known as Periyar, turned it to be anti-higher caste in attitude than its
predecessor the Justice Party.

E.V.Periyar’s anti caste and anti-religion attitude had taken its shape
almost quarter of a century. As a member of the old Justice Party, far back in
1923 he had started an association called ‘Suyamariyathai Iyakkam’ or self-
respect movement. Its main objective was to root out from ‘Dravidians’ all
superstitious beliefs based on religion and caste and to debunk all higher
caste superstitions beliefs and practices.

The Dravidian movement started a weekly Journal to propagate its
views and through its columns as well as through other newspapers it
contributed a series of articles.
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