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Unit I -  Vedas and Ved¡´gas 
 
Vedic and Classical periods – Vedas - classification of the Deities glorified 
in the Vedas, Vedic Texts – Samhit¡, Br¡hmana and Ëra¸yaka portions 
The recensions of the four Vedas – UpaniÀads- Major and minor – 
Ved¡´gas – The Six supplements áikÀ¡, Vy¡kara¸a, Chandas, Nirukta, 
JyotiÀa and Kalpa –– Vedic Indices. 
 
Unit II- Epics and Pur¡¸as.   
 
Epics  - R¡m¡ya¸a – Features of the epic literature- Authorship of the 
R¡m¡ya¸a – date – Influence of R¡m¡ya¸a on later Sanskrit Literature 
Mah¡bh¡rata – Three Stages in the development of the Epic – Date – 
Critical Estimate – as a Dharma á¡stra – HarivaÆ¿a – Up¡khyanas –- 
Influence of Mah¡bh¡rata on later Sanskrit Literature - R¡m¡ya¸a and 
Mah¡bh¡rata as the National epics of India . 
Pur¡¸as – Definition – Authorship – Date – Importance – Classification – 
Brief account of the Pur¡¸as- Upapur¡¸as 
 
Unit III – Pre K¡lid¡sa K¡vya Period – K¡lid¡sa – Post K¡lid¡sa K¡vyas 
Definition of K¡vya – Characteristic Features of the Mah¡k¡vya V¡lm¢ki –  
Vararuci – Pi´gala. 
K¡lid¡sa – Date of K¡lid¡sa – RaghuvaÆ¿a, Kum¡rasambhava 
 
Post K¡lid¡sa k¡vya 
A¿vaghoÀa – Renaissance theory – Inscriptions –  Sethubandha – Janaki 
Harana – Kiratarjuniya  – Sisupalavadha- Naishdiyacaritam. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Unit – IV – Lyric – Gnomic and Didactic Poetry – Didactic fable 
Anthology – Popular tale- Prose – Campu Literature 
Features of the lyrics – Erotic Lyrics – Meghasande¿a – Amaru¿ataka – 
G¢tagovinda  and others -Devotional  Lyrics- General Features – works of  
áa´kara, R¡m¡nuja  and Ved¡nta De¿ika – N¡r¡ya¸iyam – Karunalahari 

 
Gnomic and Didactic – General Features – Origin and development – 
works of Bhart¤hari and KÀemendra – Any¡padesa,  
 
Anthology : Features – G¡th¡saptasati – Sadukti Karn¡m¤ta  
Didactic  fable – General Features – Paµcatantra and Hitopade¿a 
Prose – Definition – Kath¡ and Ëkhy¡yik¡ – Origin – Kadambari, 
Vasavadatta , Dasakumaracarita, Kath¡sarits¡gara. 
Campu- Definition, R¡m¡ya¸acampu, Bh¡ratacampu. 
 
     Popular tale - General features - B¤hatkath¡- language - form-contents 
and date - abridgements-Buddhist tales- stories of Vikram¡ditya and 
others.  
 
Unit-V—Sanskrit Drama- Origin- Characteristics- Types, Bh¡sa and 
K¡lid¡sa- Post K¡lid¡sa Dramatists 
        

  Traditional view about the origin of Drama - early beginning - Greek 
origin – Definition and Characteristic Features – Types of R£paka and 
Upar£paka 
Bh¡sa and  K¡lid¡sa – Trivandrum plays – their authorship – Abhigana 
Sakuntala 
 
Post K¡lid¡sa Dramatists – 
 á£draka – Dinn¡ga – Vi¿¡khadatta – HarÀavardhana- Bha¶¶an¡r¡ya¸a – 
Bhavabh£ti- Mur¡ri  - R¡ja¿ekhara and others – Allegorical Plays of 
K¤À¸ami¿ra and Ved¡nta De¿ika 
 
History – Paucity of works on history discussed – HarÀacarita – 
R¡jatara´gini – and others 



 
 
Unit – VI Theories of Poetry and Dr¡ma 
S¡hitya, Ala´k¡ra- Theories main and subsidiary. Bharata – Da¸·in – 
Bh¡maha- V¡mana –Ënandavardhana – Abhinavagupta – R¡ja¿ekhara – 
Dhanaµjaya – Bhoja- KÀemendra – Mamma¶a – Ruyyaka- Appayad¢kÀita – 
Jagann¡tha pa¸dita- Jayadeva- Their works on Ala´k¡ra ¿¡stra and 
theories formulated by them 
 
Unit VII Grammar - Texts and Concepts  
 
Grammar  - P¡¸ini –Katyayana - Pataµjali – Bhart¤hari- BhattojidikÀita- 
N¡ge¿a and others. Spho¶a theory. (Concepts :Samjµ¡, Paribh¡À¡, 
Sandhi, Sam¡sa, and K¡raka) Taddhita, Krdanta, Sthripratyaya from 
Siddhanta Kaumudi. 
 
Unit VIII -Prosody and Lexicography ,Astronomy, Dharma¿¡stra, 
Upaveda- Ëyurveda- G¡ndharvaveda, Dhanurveda, Artha¿astra and 
Ancillary Sciences. 
 
 Prosody – V¤tta and J¡ti.  Lexicons  on Homonyms and Synonyms  
Astronomy – General Features – Early Treatises – Five Siddhantas –– 
Indian  Mathematics; Var¡hamihira – Ëryabha¶a – Brahmagupta – 
Bh¡skar¡c¡rya;  
 
Scope of the Upavedas – Ëyurveda – General Principles, Nature of 
treatment – Caraka – Su¿ruta – V¡gbha¶a – K¡ma¿¡stra –G¡ndharvaveda 
– Dance and Music – Dhanurveda , Artha¿¡stra- Architecture – Painting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Unit IX -Bharat¢ya Dar¿anas (Indian Philosophy), Religion – General 
Principles 
 
Explanation and Scope of Philosophy – N¡stika and Ëstika Systems-  
N¡stika – C¡rv¡ka, Buddhism, Jainism, Ëstika- Ny¡ya- Vai¿eÀika, 
S¡´khya, Yoga, M¢m¡msa – P£rva and Uttaramimams¡ on later Sanskrit 
Literature on later Sanskrit Literature a- S£tra texts and Commentaries – 
Independent treatises of these systems.  
 
Unit X  Epigraphy – Manuscriptology 
 
Inscriptions ,Scripts used in Ancient Texts –– Granta, Tamil, Devan¡gari, 
Nandin¡gari, Br¡hmi and á¡rada Scripts – Editing of Sanskrit Texts from 
manuscripts – Preservation of manuscripts – materials used, Deciphering 
of scripts – Textual Errors : Omissions , Deletions, additions.Use of modern 
Technology to edit texts.   
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