TAMIL NADU PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION SYLLABUS
SANSKRIT (P.G. STANDARD)

Unit | - Vedas and Vedangas

Vedic and Classical periods — Vedas - classification of the Deities glorified
in the Vedas, Vedic Texts — Samhita, Brahmana and Kranyaka portions
The recensions of the four Vedas — Upanisads- Major and minor —
Vedangas — The Six supplements éik$é, Vyakarana, Chandas, Nirukta,
Jyotisa and Kalpa — Vedic Indices.

Unit IlI- Epics and Puranas.

Epics - Ramayana — Features of the epic literature- Authorship of the
Ramayana — date — Influence of Ramayana on later Sanskrit Literature
Mahabharata — Three Stages in the development of the Epic — Date —
Critical Estimate — as a Dharma $astra — Harivamsa — Upakhyanas —-
Influence of Mahabharata on later Sanskrit Literature - Ramayana and
Mahabharata as the National epics of India .

Puranas — Definition — Authorship — Date — Importance — Classification —
Brief account of the Puranas- Upapuranas

Unit Ill — Pre Kalidasa Kavya Period — Kalidasa — Post Kalidasa Kavyas
Definition of Kavya — Characteristic Features of the Mahakavya Valmiki —
Vararuci — Pingala.

Kalidasa — Date of Kalidasa — Raghuvams$a, Kumarasambhava

Post Kalidasa kavya
ASvaghosa — Renaissance theory — Inscriptions — Sethubandha — Janaki
Harana — Kiratarjuniya — Sisupalavadha- Naishdiyacaritam.



Unit — IV — Lyric — Gnomic and Didactic Poetry — Didactic fable
Anthology — Popular tale- Prose — Campu Literature

Features of the lyrics — Erotic Lyrics — Meghasande$a — AmaruSataka —
Gitagovinda and others -Devotional Lyrics- General Features — works of
Sankara, Ramanuja and Vedanta Deéika — Narayaniyam — Karunalahari

Gnomic and Didactic — General Features — Origin and development —
works of Bhartrhari and Ksemendra — Anyapadesa,

Anthology : Features — Gathasaptasati — Sadukti Karnamrta

Didactic fable — General Features — Pancatantra and Hitopades$a

Prose — Definition — Katha and Akhyayika — Origin — Kadambari,
Vasavadatta , Dasakumaracarita, Kathasaritsagara.

Campu- Definition, Ramayanacampu, Bharatacampu.

Popular tale - General features - Brhatkatha- language - form-contents
and date - abridgements-Buddhist tales- stories of Vikramaditya and
others.

Unit-V—Sanskrit Drama- Origin- Characteristics- Types, Bhasa and
Kalidasa- Post Kalidasa Dramatists

Traditional view about the origin of Drama - early beginning - Greek
origin — Definition and Characteristic Features — Types of Rupaka and
Uparupaka
Bhasa and Kalidasa — Trivandrum plays — their authorship — Abhigana
Sakuntala

Post Kalidasa Dramatists —

Stidraka — Dinnaga — Viéakhadatta — Harsavardhana- Bhattanarayana —
Bhavabhuti- Murari - RajaSekhara and others — Allegorical Plays of
Krsnamiéra and Vedanta DeSika

History — Paucity of works on history discussed — Harsacarita —
Rajatarangini — and others



Unit — VI Theories of Poetry and Drama

Sahitya, Alankara- Theories main and subsidiary. Bharata — Dandin —
Bhamaha- Vamana —Anandavardhana — Abhinavagupta — Rajadekhara —
Dhananjaya — Bhoja- Ksemendra — Mammata — Ruyyaka- Appayad7k$ita —
Jagannatha pandita- Jayadeva- Their works on Alankara $astra and
theories formulated by them

Unit VII Grammar - Texts and Concepts

Grammar - Panini —Katyayana - Patanjali — Bhartrhari- Bhattojidiksita-
Nage$a and others. Sphota theory. (Concepts :Samjna, Paribhasa,
Sandhi, Samasa, and Karaka) Taddhita, Krdanta, Sthripratyaya from
Siddhanta Kaumudi.

Unit VIII -Prosody and Lexicography ,Astronomy, Dharmasastra,
Upaveda- Ayurveda- Gandharvaveda, Dhanurveda, Arthasastra and
Ancillary Sciences.

Prosody — Vrtta and Jati. Lexicons on Homonyms and Synonyms
Astronomy — General Features — Early Treatises — Five Siddhantas —
Indian ~ Mathematics; Varahamihira — Kryabhata — Brahmagupta —
Bhaskaracarya;

Scope of the Upavedas — Ayurveda — General Principles, Nature of
treatment — Caraka — Suéruta — Vagbhata — Kamasastra —Gandharvaveda
— Dance and Music — Dhanurveda , Arthasastra- Architecture — Painting.



Unit IX -Bharatiya Darsanas (Indian Philosophy), Religion — General
Principles

Explanation and Scope of Philosophy — Nastika and Astika Systems-
Nastika — Carvaka, Buddhism, Jainism, Astika- Nyaya- VaiSesika,
Sankhya, Yoga, Mimamsa — Purva and Uttaramimamsa on later Sanskrit
Literature on later Sanskrit Literature a- Sutra texts and Commentaries —
Independent treatises of these systems.

Unit X Epigraphy — Manuscriptology

Inscriptions ,Scripts used in Ancient Texts — Granta, Tamil, Devanagari,
Nandinagari, Brahmi and Sarada Scripts — Editing of Sanskrit Texts from
manuscripts — Preservation of manuscripts — materials used, Deciphering
of scripts — Textual Errors : Omissions , Deletions, additions.Use of modern
Technology to edit texts.
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